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C: All right. Today is August 22, 2009. We are here with— 

M: McKinley Mack, Junior. 

C: And I’m Khambria Clarke. 

N: And I’m Amanda Noll. 

C: We’re conducting interviews for the Samuel Proctor Oral History Program at the 

University of Florida. All right. Can you get started by telling us a little bit about 

your background, your childhood, maybe? 

M: Sure. I was born and raised here in Sunflower County, and lived most of my 

teenage life here in Indianola. I always saw that things were different growing up, 

and a lot of places, I couldn’t go. A lot of things, I couldn’t do, and that always 

bothered me, to the point where I was working at a store—a grocery store—as a 

checker, and for instance, there was a water fountain—two water fountains—and 

always one of the water fountains would say: one say, colored, and one said, 

white. I’m wondering, what’s the difference in the water? You know? I got a cup 

and got some water out of the fountain that said white, and one of the store 

managers saw me do it. I was fired because of that. Then I started, in my mind, 

wanting to change things. Starting with that—I was still in high school and didn’t 

have access to the library and stuff, so, right where we at now, I came over there 

to get a library card and, as soon as I asked for the card, the police came to me, 

he said . . . [Laughter] So it was pretty rough growing up, you know, and being a 

black kid and wanting to better myself and better things for my people. You 

know? Only thing I saw to do was do some of the changing. So I joined the civil 
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rights movement here, joined Charles McLaurin and a lot of other people here, 

and we started doing a lot of protesting and stuff. That’s where I really started to 

work, you know, because I saw a positive thing happening. That’s when we 

decided that voter registration was a thing to change, that the word, vote, means 

more than people think it means. I went to jail for that: ain’t no telling how many 

times. I was all over Sunflower County, getting people to register to vote and 

stuff, and even went up to a little town north of here called Doddsville, not 

knowing that little town was owned by one of our senators, Senator Eastland. 

That, up there, I went to jail for that. Then we would go to restaurants; couldn’t 

never go in and sit down and eat food, you always had to go to the back door. I 

went to jail for that. So, then it got to where, on the weekends, to make sure I 

wouldn’t be in protesting places, they would come and pick me up and take me to 

jail anyway, whether I did anything or not. That was myself and another friend of 

mine, Otis Brown. Another friend, Cephus Smith, and another friend, Linda 

Jenkins, and they made sure they knew where we were all the time, because we 

was out for change, you know. Once we did, the door started to open a little bit 

more. The kids would come over here to the library and, you know, doing things 

in the community. We got a lot of people active; the whole town got active, and 

that’s when we’re doing marches and stuff like that, at that time. I went to jail for 

that, too. That first march that was down here, I guess people start to seeing 

what the whole thing was about change, and getting people to vote and stuff. I 

knew things should have been better. It wasn’t that . . . I knew they should have 

been better. But I never had any bitterness toward people. It was just the system 
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and the way it was. Once I did that, people started understanding what we was 

doing. Then I was chased out of town. They had a group here called Citizen’s 

Council and they were burning people’s houses and places, and fearing for my 

family’s—my mother and father, sister and brother’s life. I left and went to Ohio, 

still being active, still doing things around here. Then we start to, people got 

involved, and we start to [inaudible 05:38]. Like a good friend of mine’s, Ms. 

White. All her family was involved, and it just—the people, there was, more or 

less like they thought the head of the people, once we got out of the scene, and 

off the scene, then other people doing things, too, you know. But now, it’s a 

whole lot better. A whole lot better. We’re still not where we should be, but we’re 

not where we used to be, you know what I’m saying? It’s good to see guys like 

you guys, still . . . putting in practices about the change. That really makes me 

happy, because I’m a minister, too, you know, and I teach it in church and stuff. 

You have to start from the little kids, up. Now, the things that’s happening now, I 

never thought that I would be around to see it, especially with our president. I 

never thought that I would live to see a black president, you know? But I wish 

now that a lot of my parents and older people could see this. This is the way it 

should be. I don’t care what color a person’s skin is, you still have morals and 

values and stuff, and want to be treated to the best that you can be. Right now, I 

ride through the country and stuff, see a lot of things. My dad was a sharecropper 

and I worked on a farm all my life; a lot of hard work. Now, my younger siblings, 

we put them through college and stuff, through school. Now, my kids now, is out 



MFP-052; Mack; Page 4 
 

of school, now. I’m sixty-three years old, and I knew the change is going to have 

to come where education is the key to everything. 

C: Right.  

M: So far, that’s about it. I’m still doing a lot of work and stuff, and anything I can do 

to promote the cause with what’s going on, I’m going to do it. I’m going to do that 

until the day I die, you know. That’s just me. 

C: Was there ever a moment where you doubted that change would come? You 

seem like you had a lot of challenges just the whole time. Is there a moment 

where you become a little weary of everything? 

M: No, I never did, simply because like I said earlier, that little word, vote. That’s 

what changes everything. Then, the word vote, that’s a lot of power; people don’t 

look at it. That’s the key to anything. I don’t care what it is. That’s why I work so 

hard now to check on people, making sure they’re registered to vote. Now, it’s 

like here in the South now, all your leaders now is of a different color. You know? 

Just hope that things remain and get better, you know. But the key to that is 

going to have to be kids like you guys. You know what I’m saying? 

C: Right. 

M: Because this is a new day. That new days means new ideas. A lot of people now 

is registered voters, and then whoever’s campaigning, do a background check on 

them. That way, you know if this person is the person they say they are. So far, 

there’s some things need to be changed and need to be done. At least, like I 

said, we’re not where we should be, but we’re not where we used to be. Guys 

like you guys are the key to the whole project. 
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N: Could you tell us a little bit more about exactly how you got started in the 

movement? Maybe your first experiences going to community gatherings, 

anything like that? 

M: Well, what started me in the movement, got me started off—really, I had the idea 

that things weren’t right, but like I said earlier, I was working at a supermarket not 

too far from here. I got a drink of water out of a fountain that said—had the sign 

up over it that said, white. A glass of water. The man told me, he said, you don’t 

drink out of this fountain. I asked him, what’s the difference in this water from this 

fountain to that fountain? They’re sitting side by side. He said, can’t you read that 

sign, boy? That did it. I said, wait a minute, now. There’s no difference in water; 

why can’t I drink water out of that? The fountain that was there, that had colored, 

the word, is just a fountain that never was cleaned or nothing. You know, if 

something is not clean, you have a tendency not to want to drink from it, you 

know what I’m saying? So I just got a cup and got a cup of water out of the other 

fountain. He told me I was fired, and that was, snapped. I said, well, there’s got to 

be some changes made, and that’s when I started. 

C: How old were you when you started that? 

M: I started that when I was seventeen. 

C: Oh, wow. So, pretty young. 

M: Yeah. And being seventeen and doing this type of work here in this town, that 

was a no-no. But I had to take that chance, you know? I was willing to accept 

anything come at me, because I was about change. If you don’t take a stand for 

something better, they’re going to remain the same. Once I did that, and then, 
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like I was telling you, the guys that were visiting here from other states and stuff, 

we all got together—black and white kids, you know. We all got together, and 

that was it. Now we are where we are now, because of that. It was an experience 

for me, education for me, because being a sharecropper, farmer’s child, I never 

was in the public that much. But, in high school, I was working, I would go and 

work at the store for school money, you know, stuff like that. Once that 

happened, now I say, I got to take a different route. It happened, you know. 

N: How do you think your parents felt about you being in the movement? Were they 

apprehensive? Were they very supportive? 

M: They were very supportive, scared to death. [Laughter] They were scared to 

death. One time, now, earlier, I left this out—I left and moved to Ohio because, at 

the time, the Klansmen came down to burn the house down, my dad and one of 

my other brother’s screened in porch. They came at night, around three o’clock in 

the morning, to burn the house down. Just happened they was out there on the 

porch and saw them. Then, the next morning, police came down and saw they 

little old bottles of gas with the thing in it, to throw it, but nothing was ever done 

about it. So I said to myself, the best thing for me to do to keep my family from 

being hurt is just to leave for a while. So, that’s why I left. 

C: How long did you stay in Ohio? 

M: I stayed there seventeen years, but I never forgot about what I was doing here. 

Like I said, I still was active doing things here, even though I was there. I had 

other friends of mine and sisters and brothers; I would communicate with them, 

telling them what to do, where to go and stuff. A couple of my brothers joined the 
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NAACP and stayed connected, you know. I made sure all of them got registered 

to vote and was registering to vote—the whole family—and the church family, 

too. We just started going from church to church, and started doing it. By the 

way, my dad, he was a minister. I have six brothers—five brothers, five more 

brothers other than myself, and we all were ministers. We all were doing the 

same thing on the same level, and changing things. Right now, I sit back and I 

reminisce a lot of times, and I can see where a lot of things paid off without me 

being hurt. [Laughter] 

C: So, how important was religion to the movement? 

M: Oh, religion to the movement. That was the cause of all of it. That was the main 

source. People that confessing Christ—it was easy to relate to them because 

they knew there was a change, had to come. It was just like, for instance, in the 

movement when Moses led the children out of Egypt; similar, same thing, you 

know. 

N: What were some of your experiences when you moved up North? Did you face 

some of the same social tensions? 

M: Yes . . . it was a little different there. It’s because, once I moved there and we’re 

going to separate neighborhoods, you know what I’m saying? You’ve probably 

seen the railroad tracks. But, at the time, on the south side of the track were 

black; on the north side was white. You didn’t come over here, unlessing you 

coming to work on a lawn, unlessing you come over here with somebody, you 

know, to do some work. But, once I got up there, neighborhood was mixed. To 

me, it was just a like a flower garden; all different colors, you know what I’m 
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saying? That really helped me to understand things a lot better. A lot of things—

my mind was focused one way, but once I got there and start to seeing 

everything, the different cultures and stuff, I knew then I just come from a hell-o. 

[Laughter] Let’s just put it that way. Then, you know, I started communicating 

with people more better. Over here, the only people I could communicate with 

was black people, you know? But, once up there, I started communicating with all 

different people, and got more relaxed. Once I got more relaxed, I came back 

down. Been here ever since, been here ever since, still doing the same work; but 

not as bold as I was, you know. Now that our leadership, our leaders are not like 

the leaders that were here when I left. 

C: So what was coming home like after seventeen years of being away? 

M: Oh, God. [Laughter] Like going to another country, really. 

N: What year did you return before you— 

M: I moved back here in 1978. You guys couldn’t imagine the way things were back 

in the late [19]50s and [19]60s—especially [19]60s—and the early part of the 

[19]70s. Things was rough here, if you had the type of mind that mine was, you 

know, about change. People didn’t want no change; they didn’t want no change. 

Now that I came back, I see you got—not just here at the schools and stuff, it’s 

not separate. You got white kids going to school with the black kids, black going 

to school with the white kids, you know. It’s not as bad as it was, but it still have 

some of the people with hate and stuff in their heart is still around here. Not as 

many as there was, but it’s still here, you know. It just do me good to go through 

neighborhoods and stuff and go visit places. People have the same rights that 
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anybody else have, and nothing’s said about it. Make a big difference. Like I was 

saying, Stacy—Ms. White—and Charles McLaurin, there’s a bunch of people still 

around. We get together from time to time and we’re having a reunion. All of the 

civil rights workers that was here at that time, we come back with reunions, and 

we’re planning another reunion in 2011. We’re working on that now. Then we get 

back and we go and tour a lot of places that we went to and did work in. A lot of 

the people is still around, glad to see us. It’s just like we became real close, real 

sisters and brothers, you know what I’m saying. It’s enjoyable for me, that we can 

still look at the changes that have been made, that were made and we was part 

of making that change. So, it really is gratifying to me. It really takes me to the 

level that I want to be on. 

C: So, of all the different activities that you were involved in in the movement, what 

sticks out in your mind as the most rewarding or the one that you’re most proud 

of? 

M: The most proud thing is, I did—there was a lady in a little town south of here, 

Inverness. I went to pick her up and brought her to register to vote. This lady was 

ninety-nine years old. You know? And bringing her for the first time, and this lady 

was just scared to death. She was leaning on me for that support. We went on 

and I went on and we got her registered to vote, because she couldn’t read and 

write. All she did at the time was mark the x. That was really gratifying, to see a 

person that age still . . . saw the things that should have been changed. She 

understood that the only way you could change anything was by that little word, 

vote. That really, it really just stuck with me. It still stick with me. A lot of times, I 
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think about a lot of the things we went through; I did, you know. Sometimes, it 

makes me emotional, and makes me happy; then I get sad because I didn’t have 

to go through that. It brings a lot of joy to my heart, right, and sitting here with you 

guys, I’m looking at the future. I’m sitting here looking at the future. Like I said 

earlier, I never thought that I would live to see a black president. We got the 

president because of you guys, you see what I’m saying? 

N: Back to when you came back into Indianola, did you find that there was still a 

sense of community hoping to continue the change from when you left? 

M: Oh, sure, yeah. More so now, now that things are better now than what it was 

then and today. People still looking at things, can get better than what they are. 

It’s the horizon, you know what? Mostly, I’m proud of seeing the young kids here, 

going to school. Not dropping out. You know, like being the little thugs that you 

see. I had an opportunity to go to—I had a daughter that graduated from UAB, 

and there at that graduation, I had in my mind, and my mind was saying that the 

kids didn’t want to—young black kids—didn’t want to do anything with their life. 

But, at that graduation, I saw the graduating class was two hundred and some. 

Out of the two hundred and some kids that graduated, it was around a hundred 

and fifty some were guys. I said, wait a minute, now. I’ve been looking at things 

the wrong way. All kids are not alike, you know? These guys is going into law or 

medicine, and it just really changed my whole outlook, because I had never seen 

as many kids trying to do something with their life. Right now, I see a lot of kids 

trying to do something with their life. That’s what I’m pushing now. I’m doing that 

now and continuing to push kids to hanging around corners with a forty in your 
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hand, or a joint in your mouth. Man, what it is? Ain’t what it’s about. You got a 

life. Only way that you’re going to change your life is through education and 

become an upstanding citizen. We always have people watching us. Like even 

you guys, you got little kids watching you, you know what I’m saying? I’m 

reminded of a message that I did one Sunday, and that message was, 

somebody’s watching you. That means somebody’s watching you, you know? I 

turn around, I use it that way. I was talking about one thing, but it meant 

something else, you know. We all—even me. I got guys watching me, and I have 

to be that role model. That’s what my wish, is for you guys to be role models. 

That’s the only way things going to change, anyway. So important. 

C: So it seems like you were always able to look at the glass half full. What allowed 

you to stay so positive in the face of such negativity? 

M: Well, it’s my bringing up; my religious background. I had a wonderful father and 

mother, and they always taught us morals, morals and values. That stuck, you 

know. Even though I was a sharecropper’s son, but he was a wise man. He knew 

what was going to get us through to what we had. I’m talking about a family with 

twelve kids, six boys and six girls. That was a big household. To do the things 

they did, teach the morals and values and stuff, now that I’m able to visit my 

sisters and brothers all the time. That worked and is still working. See that it’s still 

working, you see where I am now. [Laughter] 

N: Do you think that students here in this community and other places in the 

country, do you think they’re aware of the history of the movement and all the 

things that you guys worked really hard to get? 
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M: Not as much as we are, because a lot of your states and your towns and stuff 

didn’t have to deal with the things that we deal with; that we had to deal with. So, 

not on the level that we are on—because we are part of it, see. It’s like you guys 

here are from different places. You never thought that now, we’ve come in here, 

now. You never thought that this town was that way. You see what I’m saying? 

So your environment was altogether different from me, altogether. So, there’s no 

way other people, other kids—other people could be on the same level that we 

are on because they never dealt with us. But I’m glad you guys find out about it, 

you know? 

C: What type of things do you think still need to be changed? Because, of course, 

you said you do a lot of work still with changing things. What do you think still 

needs changing? 

M: Well, now, doing a lot of studying and stuff now is like I was saying earlier about 

that little word, vote. Now we are voting and putting people in office, but the 

people getting in office has to be—need to be—honest. That’s what we’re having 

a problem with now. We’re putting people in office and misappropriating funds 

and stuff. All of this is a downfall to take you back to where you were, see? I 

know that this one guy here that became sheriff here, name is James Haywood. 

There’s another person, too, the Mayor of Greenville. Now, there was 

misappropriated funds there when they took office. But, they went in, when they 

took over the office, they went in and had an investigation, you know what I’m 

saying? So, you can’t blame me for stealing money when the money was missing 

before I got here. That’s the thing now, that’s what’s happening here now. A lot of 
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the people is getting awful excited, getting in office and stuff, and not doing a 

background check on the funds. That’s a way to disencourage you from putting 

that person in office. You see what I’m saying? First thing people said, if I vote for 

that person, all they’re going to do again is steal, when the money is missing 

before they got there. That’s the only problem I have on it. 

N: Can you elaborate on how you are still contributing to the movement and to 

changes? 

M: Well, the way I’m doing now, like I said, I’m still working with the people that are 

involved in the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee. We have regular 

meetings and stuff, and we talk. But what we have to do now is really, when the 

people that we vote for get in office, to do just what we set them for, you know. 

So, therefore, the voting and stuff is there. But you’re voting for people that’s not 

really ready for change, you know what I’m saying? 

C: Mm-hm. 

M: Because if they was, they wouldn’t be stealing, you know what I’m saying? That’s 

another form of control right there. You vote for them; all I got to do is paint a 

picture, they’ll steal, you know. Next time around, you won’t be like this. I don’t 

care who you are; I don’t care what color your skin is or what. You need to be 

honest. That’s the only way we’re going to survive, because, believe it or not, 

we’re all in this boat together. I don’t care what color your skin; we’re in this boat 

together. If it sink for me, it’s going to sink for you. So . . .   

N: Well, I guess we’re starting to wrap it up. If you want to just tell us in a broad 

sentence, how did this movement impact your life, do you think . . .  
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M: Well, like I said, it impacts my life a whole lot. It made me aware of things—made 

me aware of the do’s and don’ts. There’s a way to do anything. Like I was saying, 

back in the late [19]60s, early [19]60s and [19]50s and [19]60s, that a lot of 

things I did, I should have went about it a different way, but I had to do it the way 

that I did it because I couldn’t do it no other way, simply because I didn’t have the 

right to do it. I couldn’t do it. Like I tell you guys about coming up here to the 

library, doing studies and stuff. It’s a public library, but I wasn’t allowed to come 

in here and sit down and read, you know. Now look at us now. You see what I’m 

saying? People come in here and use the computers and all. All this, is because 

of the things that we did. It’s really impacting a lot of people’s lives, able to do 

this. It’s government-funded, so, if you got a right to it, I got a right to it, too! 

That’s about it. I’m just blessed to see you guys here and having this interview 

with you guys, to tell my thoughts and my work. Not only me, because there was 

a lot of other people in the communities and stuff that should be here, but of 

course, you know, we can’t make nobody do nothing. If you want to add 

something, if a person want to add something to help promote the movement, 

then you do that. That’s just the way it is. I’m not the person to just sit down and 

wait on change, I like to be part of it, make the change. 

C: Well, we want to thank you, not only for doing this interview with us, but just for 

all your contributions. Even though it’s here in the Delta, it definitely has had an 

impact on all areas. 

M: Oh, sure. Oh, sure. 

C: Thank you for that. 
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N: Thank you very much. 

M: Thank you guys a lot for taking the time out to come do this. 

C: All righty. Hopefully this won’t be the last time we speak with you. We’ll definitely 

be doing some follow ups, just to get some more on how you guys are continuing 

to do changes. 

M: Okay, okay. Anytime you guys get ready for something, if I can help, just let me 

know. 

C: Will do. 

M: Stacy, she got my numbers and stuff. Like I said, we be together a lot, and 

Charles McLaurin, we be together a lot. Anytime I can be of help. Next time, I’m 

going to see if I can bring some more people with me. 

N: That’s always good. [Laughter] 

C: All right. 

M: All right, thank you, ladies. 

N: Thank you so much. 

M: Y’all have a blessed day, hear? 

C: It was so nice to meet you. 

M: Pleased to meet you, too. All right. 

[End of interview] 
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